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The 7EU VET Project

 Survey of VET students in 7 EU countries
 Cross-national survey
 The students’ views!

 Austria, Germany, Greece, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Slovenia and England

 High-quality data
 Random samples, considerable response rates
 N=17,600 students

 Comparability and national specific extensions
 Theory-driven,  joint core questionnaire
 Additional national modules
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Overview

 Defining the target population

 Developing the questionnaire

 Sampling students

 Conducting field work

 Cooperation

 Summary
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Defining the Target Population

 International target population
 17-18 year old students primary and secondary VET 
 Some national extensions, in order to cover larger portion of VET system
 Some groups excluded (e.g., prisoners, students with disabilities)

 Challenges
 Comparing most similar groups vs. comparing heterogenic systems

− DE: first and second year VET, some third year
− AT: third year with apprenticeship, second year of others
− GR: 2nd grade of EPAL/EPAS schools 
− LI: third year VET
− LA: classes with the highest number of 17- or 18-year-olds 
− SL: third year VET
− UK: Screening question for age (17-18 years)

 Transition system
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Designing the Questionnaire

 International master questionnaire (English)
 Young people’s perception of VET system and views on future employment, 

career building, and mobility
 Translation into national languages, back-translation
 Focus groups with VET students to test questionnaire
 National modules with country-specific questions

 Challenges
 Translation of questions did not necessarily convey same meaning
 Defining a joint language (“student”, “program”, “practical work”)
 Some questions did not apply in all VET systems
 Harmonization
 Grades, educational degrees, occupation coding, wealth items
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Sampling Students

 Estimation of gross sample size

 Challenges
 No central register of students available/accessible (cluster sample of schools/classes)
 Balancing cost and sample size
 Design effect and response rate not known in advance
 Sample in some countries, in others almost a census was conducted
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Conducting Field Work

 Mode of data collection
 30 minutes, in class-room
 Web + paper & pencil

 Challenges
 Longer than expected preparatory phase
 School breaks not in parallel 
 Legal requirements, permissions from ministries
 Parental consent required for students age 17
 School-specific results (even benchmarking) as incentive
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Cooperation

 Challenges
 Response rates on school level
 Too many surveys in schools in some countries
 Higher than expected autonomy of schools in some countries
 Higher than expected non-response on student level
 Effective sample size not achieved in some countries
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Discussion

 Survey was great success
 International comparison (joint core questionnaire)
 Random sample (stratified cluster samples)
 Large sample size (n=17,000)
 High quality data

 Nevertheless, an international comparative 
survey is less than trivial
 Comparing VET systems (“apples and oranges”)
 Defining a target population
 No central register of students for sampling available
 Defining a joint language for key concepts
 Legal requirements and permissions (ministries, headmasters, parents)
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